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Romance and Reslity ;lﬁtht Post Ollice.
THE MaL Baos; or, Notes from

| Bgochl Agent of the Post Office
y J. Holbrook. Cowperchwait &
ia; J. C. Derby, New York.

The pamphlet of Mr. Pliny Miles, which we
noticed a week or two ago, gave s a full insight into
the geveral administration of our Post Office sys-
tem, but there is u portion of | & working, of which
‘the writer conld know but little, and which forms
not the least interesting and tnstroctive chupter in its
history. We allude to that apparent looseness of sn-
pervision and genernl negligence on the part of some
of the agents of the Department which lead to the fre-
quent abstraction of money from letters, and some-
times even the loas of the mail hags themselves. This
{acunehas just been filled up by o gentleman thorough-
1y initinted in all the mysteries of these transactious,
and in every way competent to throw light upon
them—Mr: Holbrook, for many years special agent
of the Post Odice Department. He has given usa
very entertaining and valuable book. His object, ns
may be supposed from his position, s not In any way
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ticking ot & clock in the office, were the only additional

About two o'ciock a slight ‘socldent scourred to me,
which, however, did no harm. In mmhl.nig fur & pitebor
of water that stood on the table resr by | knocked of &
usl hnve boen on the corpor of the
by weratehing, the guaw-

{hlu falling of the book
aleeper, Le would have aitcbuléd both

peiled to muke & basty retront from Uhat part of the oous-
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1% aometimne harpen chat the snda of justioe are beat

recuced by allowiog caiminale 40 po on e abims unmo-
lested [n their course, nud evon by il thew lacili-
lios for the cumned-lon of nffonces which will be t them
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ed for the d-;rmt;: ol arlme, & Lo porary check o
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In«fm the public was m:‘eh lutareated, ny many bad saf-

iu?‘!th the lows of money sent thioogh his ofise.

beon herd wt waik fur m weok iu pursulog this
Iuvestigation huvirg for the third e passed deouy bt
term uwer the ord on which the sunpsciod nffice way
Liest kind, nbout
and very muddy, ) snd was Gatior-
;* mysell that that day's work would emable me to
ng wy Inbors 1o & conclusion satisfactary to the pub-
lie and wyrelf, if not to the delinquent, whea my hopes
wers, for the tme, dasbed to the ground by te innocont
band of the village parsou.
And it bappeoed in thin wive:
The wall earrice wan instructed to thiow of bis mail,

Yrty miles In

Le pRusl, at the surpectod ofice, and to remain outslde,

in erdes o alford the Postmaster n good opportusl'y for
1ke repetliion of 1he offeroe which Le was supposed to

THE BOOKSELLERS' WAR WITH THE PRESS.
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e illslng Myt ries, &eo, e,
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PO AND TUE NEWSPAFER
A riocce in Boston bas sifurded coce:lon for
much trcussion by the pertdied] jomm of 118 1olation e
beok pubilebors, med or sevore consure of anm of i s
ton publicbing houses, The Baswn Frasdle e wally
pub bebed & very sovere ol doban of Long ellow's now
g * Hinwaths;"" whoersupon his pubiichers, Me sos
! 10

KA,

e Proveller, crdeing the discontinuance of tueir sidwnr-
tisementa  Ihis Lo the Trawlior published, oxpressing
much wdignation st what It syled an * wiiempt by oo
eree the preas. ' Uther papers tepustished, o K
pression o their owe i.ml;-auw, aud taking (o nta
expatin’e upin thelr own fozorcuptitd vy, aadl qul e s
hee wnd ory is codsed,  Mesern. Tiokoor & Vields nes bo-
ated on o evory wide. When, in any scgumont, sus slde
doen ool Ume b ing, Bt s iy that It will make out i
card piniicetonilye fo fuelt, at hast. Such sosma W b
e ronult in he proesent wiisie. 1t b ngread by the press
Wt io iy poromptonity withdrew thair sdvert -l‘q
from the 2ooveller, because of its wolwyoratdn notie o
enp of their peblications, Meas s, Ficknor & Flolds w e
Ful 'y o' momoet vujast sod conlempt bie sol, deserving
Ind'guent cornure fiom all who get thelr Lylog by atver-
Hilig. Bujpoe that Dr the word * unfavorable ' we
sulstitute Cunmic,' iaying It wes i enneeguesce of
what they devnod ne ool orddelam—one stopddly o

v & Flelde, nidivssed & note w0 e propistors of

transpired rolatiee 0 the Jauuary dividend, bat it will | pated. Of the dwo miillons reosived

B0t YAy much, If any, from the rate previously sta'ed.
The bufues of the unw Buenl yoar has oommenced auspl-
cleus’y. The con tunaage Wie fret woak was dooble that
in 1l same Ump last yesr. Phis looks well for the fa-
fure. Oceof these days, this rtock will be sppreaiasd.
Then one hundied and By per cent will te sonsidersl

| ebesp fur it Nicaragua Trausil Sactastes botyesn six-

teom and seyenteen por cectl.  Nothing ean put 1his stook
whers it ought o be bul & complets ehangs in 1he boved
of 'l It matters not whet the eompsny's
earuings mre, the stockhbolders never will see & cont, u»
ling s the piesent iministration remalos Lo gowse,
Ume wound thivk Ut by this tine thelr capsolous msw

Wi preily nearly diled, but it appesrs nob. A sorees. |

pondent srka sovoral partisent questions (o & commuoi-
culiom »hich will be tuned balow,
cmpany coud pay In dividewds the firet year & van
nemrly equad to toe full markel price of the stock. The
genersl churnoter of the maosgoment has lulled atock
buliern oo fesllng of soourily | bub their confiieucs

bk been mlsplacd, wud ey munt look sharp after thair |

wervania or the entlre substanos of the sonoscs will b
absorbid, leaving Dol tven n wireok behind.
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from Caliornis by
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i- mot & (svorable foature. We have i1 iber rqmiiianess
from California pear st haad, amountiog probably e
two millions of doliars, but the chancos are thal very
littie will go uto tie banks. Rates for slerling
vule peaily st speclo shipping points, and b s the La.
prewdon ihat the steamer from thin port om Wedsesdsy
ol fake cut apeche 0 8 moderate smoant.

The earnisgs of the Ga'sea snd Chicago Rallroad Coes-
peny, for November, 1884 and 1856, is thus given by the
jnpern of Chlcagni—
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Thin increass is sjual W sixty per cenl.
The Chicsgo and Hock Isinnd Hallrosd Company saem
od fn Nowember, 1556, $120 222 80, aguinet $144,000
e same month lasl ysar, showing s decreass of

| B0 14 The gross carnings (n the past Gve menghe
| have been $002,307, sgainat $014, 5400 for the correspend-
| tog monihs last year, showiigan insrease of 87,109,

The crecreme in November was coufined o passenges

the nifses to the imagine mal.

But few sounds wuid»r’lh‘ building were beard, save
the ocemsl mal drunken shout of some votary of Basehus,
reeling home to dirgrses bis family with his presence,
and the messured sirokas of the elty clogks, ns they sold
off the loog, lorg hours,

Put the most ‘ludizrous elreomatanes happeoed Just
nbeut daylight-—that s, deylight outside, for within “the
offise it was still dark, ax the blinds wers clossd. |

wub Hallrosad, M; Cloveland and Toledo, & Chicags snd
Reek leland, 3. Miokigay Southern, Michigan Cenlra

to cast diseredit on the departiment. He was indnced,
. be states, to undertake the task “ by the hope snd
belief that while it afforded interesting matter for
the general reader, it might prove a public beneflt,
by increasing the safety of the United States mails,
and fortifying those officially cannected with the

bave com mitted, the ngent beiog all the time & mile or
two in advance, in anvtber vehicle, lmjationtly waiting

1o learn the result of his manmuvre
An the part of the read whers [ was stationsd, was in
the mirst 0i woods, snd the cariier bad no SETEREN,
no particular enutlon was 1o emsary in mﬂ:un the
eonversation, and helore v, nssociste bisd reacte lme,
Le called out, "1 guess you'll have to t-y 15 again. the
To-

malichously unjust—hnt Mesern, Hokvor & Co, took the
course Ahey did, does sob this pluse matters in s (ierent
light ¥ Avetbey uot then entiiely Justifinbie?  That such
wan the cuce we enn bave no doutt, We do ot bellave
that Momers. Ticknor & Co. would withdiuw thelr adver.
Helrg from w newnpn per, simply because it conwmined an
unfivorasle eriteism of one of books, Yot sup
‘poddog Bt o have been the case that they noed as
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